MEN OF POWER

elusion. To this end he would learn to grow the tu-
bercle bacillus outside of the body and produce the
disease in guinea pigs. Next he would find a way to
cure the guinea pigs, or at least to arrest the disease by
killing the germ within them. Finally, he would apply
the successful methods to human beings. If this process
worked, the scourge of tuberculosis could be banished
from the human race. Even if he could accomplish
only a partial success he would bring hope to hundreds
of thousands of men and women afflicted as he was.

Summoning his slight strength, he consecrated it to
that single purpose. He communicated it to his medical
friends, but the germ theory had not yet been accepted
among them, and they gave him little encouragement.
No matter, he knew he would convince them in time.
But he must begin at the beginning and learn how to
isolate the germ and make colored slides of it so that it
might be observed under a microscope. He had never
had work in bacteriology, nor even in a laboratory; he
knew nothing of the simplest techniques involved in
duplicating Koch's experiments. Very well, he would
learn. He went to New York, eventually found a
doctor who could teach him, and persevered until he had
mastered the fundamentals of experimental bacteri-
ology.

A Make-Shift Laboratory. Returning to Saranac
Lake, he set up in his own cottage a tiny laboratory.
He had neither gas nor electricity, nor even running
water. It consisted principally of a shelf, sink, some
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